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MADDOW: So, we have been watching an awesome story out of Kentucky, 
where high school students drafted a "we want to be involved bill" that 
will allow a high school student to seat on the selection committee for 
picking a local superintendent of schools. After those high school 
students did that very reasonable civic-minded un-cynical thing, these two 
Republican state senators attached their own controversial and completely 
unrelated amendments to the kids` bill, one demagoguing the issue of 
bathroom use by transgender students. And the other expanding basically 
the right to discriminate in Kentucky schools in the name of religious 
freedom. And then they came up with another genius amendment to make the 
student on the committee a nonvoting member. Oh, that`s nice.

So, in Kentucky, they took a bill, written by students, designed to 
give students a voice in the selection of their superintendent, they 
stripped the voting power out of it, and filled it with poison pills on 
uncontroversial unrelated issues, and then they lectured the high school 
kids on what they just done. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

STATE SEN. DAMON THAYER (R), MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER: It goes back to 
that old Rolling Stone song that I like to quote so often, Mr. President, 
you can`t always get what you want, but you can try sometimes. 

(END VIDEO CLIP)

MADDOW: Because if there is anything the Rolling Stones stood for, 
it`s overbearing authority figures. Who had the most -- maybe the only 
mature response to this Kentucky ordeal were the teenagers themselves, who 
just wanted their bill passed. When it all blew up this week, they thanked 
the legislature and they said, quote, "This was not the result we wanted 
but we will be back next year, continuing to push for legislation that 
recognizes the value that student voices can bring to the table."

See you next year. I remain moved by these kids` perseverance and 
their dedication to be absolutely freaking continued.

