Paper 2: Rebuttal Argument 

(DUE: M/W Class—March 1st; T/R Class—March 2nd )
A writer uses a rebuttal argument to disagree with an opposing position.  The term “rebuttal” often carries with it a confrontational aura, but in most cases of rebuttal, aggressive confrontation does very little to move an opponent closer to one’s own position. In most types of sophisticated disagreements, opponents concede points to each other and search for common ground. This behavior shows a willingness to engage, and it also creates a positive tone for the disagreement. By trying to make a meaningful connection with your opponent, by discovering shared goals and assumptions, and by actively listening, you are far more likely to accomplish a productive and civil conversation.

This assignment asks you to take one of the topics listed on the next page and take a stance on that topic. To fully complete a rebuttal argument, you will need several steps. Those steps include all of the following: 
(1) develop your own claim and effective reasons (with researched credible sources as support); 

(2) take into account counterarguments. Give the other side its fair respect by truly trying to understand it. You do this by researching the opposing side, summarizing/paraphrasing it ethically, and by making concessions (conceding to solid arguments or understandable stances); 

(3) find holes/biases/flawed evidence, etc in the opposing argument and then arguing why your opinion is the stronger of the two. 

As stated before, in order to write a convincing rebuttal argument, you have to first understand exactly what it is the author is claiming, and you must understand it correctly. In order to do so, return to those techniques that we developed under the “Rhetorical Analysis.” Look up words, summarize, paraphrase, come to understand the ways in which you author is using ethos, pathos, and logos to convince us that his/her position is the correct one. Note what assumptions underlie his/her argument and figure out how each of his/her examples supports the argument and where it fails to do so. Find the strengths and praise them as concessions. Find the flaws and point them out as your refutation. Then make your final pitch for your own claims with strong evidence.

Assignment Goals: 

· Identify the specific claim against which you will argue (outside, credible source number 1).

· Responsibly summarize the alternative position. Be fair and rigorous.
· Establish common group (your primary ethical appeal) with those who feel/believe/think differently than you do.
· Find flaws, inconsistencies, gaps, points of disagreement
· Explain your good reasons for disagreeing with the alternative argument (the logical appeals of this refutation are first half of your essay; you must do research).
· Explore other ideas, arguments, and possibilities that you opponent discounts or ignores (the point with which you agree).
· Try to persuade the audience to move toward your position (either by believing what you believe or doing what you wish them to do).
· Use at LEAST three outside, credible sources to support your own claims and explain (not confrontationally) why your argument is the stronger of the two (this will be the second half of your paper)
Paper Specifics:

Length—Four FULL pages, double-spaced (Title page, Abstract, Reference Page do NOT count toward the 4 page minimum requirement)

Sources—You need to employ a MINIMUM of four credible, outside sources. You may use more, but four is the minimum. 
Submission—Share your final version via GoogleDocs. On the final due date, you will also submit your pre-writing work and peer review sheet for credit.

Topic Options: (Note: You may choose any topic below OR one of your own choice. You may agree OR disagree with the statements below. Pick a side and first find a credible article that represents the side with which you DISAGREE.)

· A compulsory voting law for all citizens should be passed. In other words, voting should be mandated.

· All forms of government welfare and assistance should be abolished.

· The government and military personnel should have the right to go on strike.

· There is basically no privacy on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, but it is worth it. 

· College should be free or at a reduced cost to the brightest minds in America.

· Uniforms should be made obligatory for all American public school students.

· Mercy killing (euthanasia) should be made legal.

· Using animals for scientific experiments is necessary.

· Hazing should have more serious legal consequences and be treated as felonies.

· Student participation in extracurricular activities assures that they will not indulge in antisocial or indecent behavior.

· Men should get paid paternity leave from work.
· Beauty pageants are detrimental to girls and women. 

· Students are the best evaluators of a teacher’s abilities and their feedback should be given to determine tenure.

· Teacher salaries should be based upon performance of students on state and federally mandated tests.

· Blood/plasma donations for money are unethical.

· Immigrants to the United States should have to go through a more extensive and rigorous vetting process. 
