Assignment #1: Rhetorical Analysis Essay
Assignment Description: For this assignment, you’ll select a text related to a topic of your choice and write an essay of at least 1000 words (roughly 4 pages, approx 250 words per page) in which you analyze the way in which that text utilizes deliberate rhetorical strategies to create an argument. Your essay needs to contain a persuasive thesis claim that it develops and supports through use of evidence from the text that you’re analyzing.
Due Dates:
Thesis and Outline: 1/23 (MW); 1/24 (TR) (25 participation points)
Draft of Argument: 1/25 (MW); 1/26(TR) (50 participation points)
Revision: 1/30 (MW); 1/31 (TR)(50 participation points)
Citation and Formatting: 2/1(MW); 2/2 (TR)(APA test worth 10% of your overall grade)
Final Version due: 2/6 (MW); 2/7 (TR)
Essay Format: 4 FULL pages; Double-spaced, 12 pt Times New Roman, 1” margins on all sides, appropriate APA formatting requirements (NOTE: Reference Page as well as Title page do NOT count toward total page length or word count). TWO sources required.
Grading: The Rhetorical Analysis essay is worth 15% of the overall class grade
WRITING STRATEGIES:
Your rhetorical analysis will need:

* A short, neutral summary of the text
* A thesis that argues the most important rhetorical features of the text and their effects
* Several paragraphs of evidence, arranged under topic sentences. 
After you have read and annotated your text, you will have an abundance of evidence to draw from for your essay. Arrange your best ideas under claims about your text; you do not need to cover every category suggested below. There are many ways to structure a rhetorical analysis, but most will begin with a short summary of the text to orient the reader and then move into a thesis statement and analysis. The analysis should form the majority of the paper and be organized under central ideas. Each claim you make should have cited evidence from the text to back it up.
Potential Topics for Analysis:
· Classical Rhetorical Appeals:
· Ethos—how does the author create a credible persona or authority? For this question, think about the author’s intended audience, etc.
· Logos—how does the author establish the logic of his/her argument? For this, think about the arrangement of ideas or information.
· Pathos—where does the author try to emotionally engage the reader in the argument? 
· Theme/Topic: Do not comment on the theme or topic itself, but discuss how well the writer addresses or approaches the theme. Does the argument shed new light on the theme? Could the author have done a better job portraying the theme?
· Organization: Are the author’s arguments presented in a clear, well-thought-out manner? Is it easy to follow his/her thought process?  Did the arrangement of ideas, or way the author developed them create some sort of effect? What purpose did it serve?
· Audience: Does the writer assume the audience has prior knowledge of the subject and background material? Or does the writer assume the audience is naïve and uninformed? Is there a reason the author chose to write for this particular audience? 
· Tone: When reading the article, does it feel like listening to a lecture or listening to a conversation? Does the writer seem to be speaking as an individual or as part of a group? Does the writer express emotion, such as anger or enthusiasm for the topic? Most of all, how does the tone affect the writing? Does it help or hurt the writing?
· Diction and Syntax: Does the writer use technical writing or slang? Is there anything identifiable about the word choice (i.e. highly connotative words), the word arrangement, etc? Are certain words repeated? Why does the author use this type of diction? What effect does it create? What sentence structure does the author employ? Are there fragments or run-ons? Are the sentences imperative, declarative, or exclamatory? What effect does using this type of sentence structure have? Does the writer use dialogue or quotations? Why does the author include dialogue/quotations?
· Bias/Missing Information/Logical Fallacies: Does the writer approach the topic objectively? Has s/he looked at it from many angles before expressing a viewpoint? Or is the writer’s opinion voiced so strongly that it ignores contradicting viewpoints? Is there any missing information? Did the author leave out important information? Are their noticeable logical fallacies? 
Suggestion #1: The goal is not to talk about as many elements as possible but instead to focus on those elements that you feel most contribute to the creation of the text’s overall argument.
Suggestion #2: You should limit yourself to one particular element/aspect per paragraph. Be sure each paragraph directly addresses your thesis statement. 
Suggestion #3: For several of the rhetorical elements, you may have to go outside of the original article and do a little research for information such as the author’s birth date and/or professional experience, what was happening in the world at the time the article was written, etc.
Suggestion #4: For each point you want to make in your analysis, you will want to give multiple examples to support your claims.
Suggestion #5: Avoid lengthy, verbatim quotations and/or paraphrases of the original text. The majority of your paper should consist of your own analysis. 
FINAL Suggestion: This essay is not about whether or not you ultimately “like” or “dislike” what the author has stated. It is about whether the author was successful in persuading you to his/her own opinion. 
