Rhetorical: Style Practice “ACT-Type Questions”
1. D 

(“Continuing” and “ongoing” are synonyms, which makes the sentence redundant. Omit “and continuing” to remove the redundancy. Inserting “and repeating” or “and recycling” changes the meaning of the sentence, so neither is correct.

2. F

(No change. “Spirit and Opportunity:” repeat the meaning of “two rovers,” but this information adds useful detail and is not redundant. 

3. B

(The original wording “easier said than done” is a cliché meaning “difficult.” Replace the cliché.)

4. J

(The phrase “wide range” and the word “varied” convey the same meaning in the sentence. Omit “varied,” and don’t use it’s other word forms presented in the remaining choices if you want to eliminate the redundancy.)

5. A

(No change. The word “past” tells us about the time period of the water activity under study. There is no redundancy. Using any of the other word choices changes the meaning of the sentence.)

6. H

(The rover operated beyond (past) the primary mission time. Saying “above and beyond” or “beyond the call of duty of” is both wordy and cliché. Omitting the phrase completely makes the sentence nonsensical.)

7. B

(The underlined portion is wordy, but it contains important information, so it cannot be omitted entirely. Saying just “storms” does not provide enough information, so “Martian dust storms” is the best answer.

8. J

(The passage mentioned earlier that dust storms created the problem. It is redundant to state it again. Omit “because of the dust.” The phrase “because of the obstruction” is also redundant, and “because of the wind” does not make sense in the context of the passage.)

9. C

(The passage presents an unclear pronoun reference: “they.” Choice C makes clear that “they” refers to the storms.)

10. J

(The phrase “and forge ahead” means the same thing as “resume operations,” and this represents a redundancy. The underlined phrase is also a cliché. Omit “and forge ahead” to remove the redundancy/cliché and do not replace it with the other choices.)

