Curriculum:
     1)      Is the real reason that other countries excel more because (1) their schooling is around 
               the clock and succeeding is taken more seriously or (2) there are higher expectations for 
               other countries and nothing less is accepted?
      2)     If school districts see that their schools are not improving and are getting worse, why    
              don’t they do something about it to prevent the schools from reaching an almost 
              unfixable level.
3) What do international schools do differently than US schools and why does that change the way the students care about their education? (International students are proven to care more)

4) When should schools start stressing the importance of college and university? 

5) Many other countries claim US schools are a lot less rigorous than other countries yet students in the US have hours of homework after school. If schools are giving so much homework yet don't measure up to other schools who don't give as much homework, does giving too much homework cause students to do worse?

6) Why don’t we tell kids early on what happens if they don’t do well in classes? So it is ingrained and instilled in them to care. If you have a student that cares and wants to succeed then chances are, they will. 

7) Schools in Finland suggest that U.S. schools are too easy-going and students need to study more. If this is true, why don't our schools try a different approach to studying and test preparation? 

8)   What is the most effective way to integrate rigorous content into the US school systems? 
9)    When it comes to children in other countries, they seem to care and have an 
               understanding of why they are learning the curriculum that they are required to learn. 
             When it comes to children in the U.S, why do they not have an understanding of the 
              curriculum that they are required to learn? And if they had an understanding would our 
               success rates rise through the U.S?

10)    How much pressure is reasonable to put on young students in order to stress the value 
                of education and ensure achievement?
11) What should be the criteria for “common core?” (https://www.tfpstudentaction.org/blog/9-reasons-why-common-core-is-bad-for-education)

12) Do the stagnant scores that the United States currently hold reflect that the education 
             system needs to change, or that student enthusiasm towards learning has dropped in 
             recent years? Perhaps this isn’t an issue with the system, but with students. 
              (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4174374/ )

13)    Should our Public school system begin to target a specific area of study or should we 
                 have broad horizons? (https://kristof.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/02/10/magnet-schools-
                   more-harm-than-good/?_r=0)

Schools:

1) How can we make schools in the u.s learn at the rigor like schools in Finland or Korea?  
          What is the best way to do that?
2) How much do factors such as poverty or diversity actually keep u.s schools from reform? What is the biggest obstacle that schools have to overcome in order to change the way schools are run and how can we solve it? 

3) Why do we have such a high focus on sports compared to academics?

4) Is there a significant gap between the performance of American public and private schools/colleges?

5) If schools in other countries are doing so much better, why haven't we implemented their 
           strategies in our schools? Could it be because we have too much focus on making adults 
            comfortable and having a closed mind towards children's abilities? 
6) While some major differences in school systems in other countries include that school is 
            rigorously harder, sports are just a hobby, and kids believe that there's something in it for 
            them in what ways can Americans go change their school system?
7) Is the real reason that other countries excel more because (1) their schooling is around the 
            clock and succeeding is taken more seriously or (2) there are higher expectations for other 
             countries and nothing less is accepted?
8) Do extracurricular activities help kids more interested in coming to school? Does that change the importance of school from education to academic achievement? 

9) What is Finland doing so much different than the U.S. and why aren’t we collaborating 
            with them on what we could do better? Why don’t we make a United Nations for 
            schooling?

10) Given that the US is the country who spends the most money on student per year, why are we the ones who are still falling behind everyone else ?

11) Why should we as students take school seriously when legislation and adults in change of the educational system do not take us seriously nor care about our opinion. 

12) Why do we spend so much money on technology if it's proven it doesn't necessarily 
             improve our educational standings?

13) All the source point out that parents are not as involved in the school systems, until they 
        have to be. Why is it that parents are not as involved in the school systems, until they are 
         needed to be? And when parents are involved in the school system why does it have to 
         be mostly because of negative issues?

14) Is poverty a major concern in how children learn today? Are there statistical results that show that children that live in higher poverty homes have a better education than lower poverty children?

15) Does the American education system really prioritize student concerns over monetary 
       gains?

16) Does the American education system really prioritize student concerns over monetary 
       gains?

17) What are some other changes that could have a positive affect and create a more 
               successful learning experience for our kids to have the “charter school” experience in a 
                public school?
                http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/seven-facts-about-charter-schools/
       18) When it comes to charter schools, are they really any different than public schools? 
             What exactly makes their educational learning styles different than public school 
              educational learning styles? (http://www.npr.org/2013/07/16/201109021/the-charter-
               school-vs-public-school-debate-continues
        19) What countries are defined as “educationally exceptional” as described in paragraph 24, 
              when compared to the US (Introduction, n.d.)? Who and what classifies these countries 
               as such? (usnews.com   “Best Countries for Education”   Deidre McPhillips)

Teachers:

1) In the video, the transcript, and the packet, all show that there needs to be some sort of student input when it comes to education. Whether it be passing a bill like in Kentucky, putting a test in to motion like in Oklahoma, changing U.S. education similar to Finlands, and student opinion on teachers to make improvements, it is only logical to include students in the matter. But how can this be done? Should be change our system to something like Finland so “no student is left behind” and have people in charge decide who will be teaching and how good of a teacher they are? Or bring in student input to discard the bad teachers who are ruining education? Or do both? And what about tenure? What can be done so that tenure does not get in the way of these significant changes?
2) If the U.S. had a more selective process when training and educating teachers, would the teachers be better and the students more qualified for their future paths?

3) As the saying goes “those who can't do, teach” although this should not be the case since teachers do a lot for what their paid. But on the other hand this saying is used a lot in the US due to the lack of knowledge needed to be a teacher. So instead of continuing the trail, why haven't we found a way to make getting into the educational program harder to get into for students wanting to be teachers? 

4) Is there something that could be done about the slacking teachers in our schools? There are many teachers who care greatly, and “prepare kids for life” such as the teachers in Finland, but there are also many who seem as if they hate being a teacher and they dont really try in teaching or helping the students. If our standards on hiring teachers are raised to the standards that Finland holds, could it improve students education and outcome in life? Is it possible to have the best teachers possible in our city, or in the United States itself?
5) Should “better than average” teachers be responsible for teaching more children over “less than average” teachers? (https://edexcellence.net/commentary/education-gadfly-daily/flypaper/great-teachers-can-teach-more-students-even-without)

6) How do we ensure teachers are the proper fit for every student? For example, education wise, mathematics is my Achilles’ heel. For years my peers have swore that certain math teachers are hands down the best, meanwhile I found those teachers to not be a good fit for me. Often times the math teachers that my peers say are the worst turn out to be my favorites because they explain the process in a different way that makes sense to me. (https://www.edutopia.org/blog/make-meaningful-connections-with-students-nick-provenzano)

7) How can we get all teachers in the U.S. To have the “whatever it takes” mindset as

Finland teachers do? (https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/teacher-blog/2013/jul/24/lesson-observations-new

-approach-teaching-classroom

https://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/382/An-Action-Plan-for-Creating-Effective-Schools.aspx)

8) If students are the ones “grading” their teachers, and therefore influencing their pay, would it be fair and effective? Would it more likely turn into a popularity contest? 
· http://www.ernweb.com/educational-research-articles/pros-and-cons-of-merit-pay-for-teachers-a-point-counterpoint-look-at-the-issue-from-one-of-the-leading-practitioners-of-performance-based-compensation/ 

9) Is the anxiety of teachers more important than the anxiety of students? (http://www.ksbe.edu/_assets/spi/pdfs/PerformancePay.pdf
http://www.cornellhrreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/chhr-2009-cherrington-executive-pay-drama.pdf)
10) What benefits can teachers get that will better the schools and and produce economic benefits.

11) Why aren’t all teachers paid based upon the quality of teacher they are? If they generate good test scores, passing rates, or graduation rate then why don’t they get praised for that? (http://parentsacrossamerica.org/performancepay/
Tying Teacher Salaries to Test Scores Doesn’t Work. By: Parents Across America
http://www.nea.org/home/36780.htm
Examining Merit Pay. By: John Rosales)

12) The passage stated that the teachers will keep the same group of students for multiple years in a row. Why is this helpful and how does it contribute the the success of the Finnish school system? (https://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/sites/brown.edu.academics.education-alliance/files/publications/looping.pdf)

13) If teachers were paid or rewarded as a result of their performance, how would this affect the performance of students?( Harms, W. (2012, August 29). Student performance improves when teachers given incentives upfront. Retrieved March 14, 2017, from https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2012/08/08/student-performance-improves-when-teachers-given-incentives-upfront)

Testing:
1) If the Pisa is as significantly superior to standardized tests as is stated, then why hasn't there been a change in standardized tests?

2) How does failing/not doing well on standardized tests affect future student performance?

3) Are standardized test to focused on formulas and memorization? Should test be more like the PISA test? Would this give a better insight into a student's minds and thinking?
4) Why do many states/ students not perform as well on these tests? Diversity? Poverty?

5) Question:What is the exam the students take at the end of their senior year in Finland?
Link: http://ncee.org/what-we-do/center-on-international-education-benchmarking/top-performing-countries/finland-overview/finland-instructional-systems/
6) Should standardized testing be in place if the schools aren't all “equal” when it comes to opportunities and educational advances that some schools in richer communities have vs. those who don't. (http://standardizedtests.procon.org)

7)  Is there a way to keep track of a student's progress and knowledge without standardized tests? (http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/01/06/371659141/what-schools-could-use-instead-of-standardized-tests)

8) Finland has no competitions and does not do rankings between students, would this benefit our education system, or would this hurt us because students would be less motivated? (https://mobile.nytimes.com/2004/08/01/education/college-prep-trouble-in-the-ranks.html)

9) Who decides what material is included in the Pisa test?
